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What's  the  news  today  from  the  Eood  and  Drug  Administration? 

Eirst  and  foremost,  an  important  meeting,  in  Chicago,  beginning 
tomorrow  morning  and  continuing  throughout  the  week.    And  the  subject  of 
this  important  meeting? 

Well,  answer  this  question,  and  you'll  know.    Here's  the  question: 
What  do  the  following  five  persons  have  in  common  —  W.  G.  Campbell,  Chief 
of  the  Federal  Eood  and  Drug  Administration;  Dr.  Morris  J.  Eishbein,  Editor 
of  the  Journal  of  the  American  Medical  Association;  Representative  Virgil  M. 
Chapman  of  Kentucky;  Dr.  Herman  N.  Bundesen,  Commissioner  of  Health  for 
Chicago;  and  J.  J.  Taylor,  State  Chemist  of  Florida  and  President  of  the 
Association  of  Dairy,  Food  and  Drug  Officials  of  the  United  States. 

What  do  they  have  in  common?    The  answer  is  —  a  very  deep  interest 
in  the  new  Federal  Food,  Drug,  and  Cosmetic  Act,  which  becomes  effective 
next  June. 

At  the  meeting  in  Chicago  which  begins  tomorrov;  morning,  there'll 
be  many  others  besides  the  men  I've  named.     There'll  be  city  and  State  food, 
drug,  and  health  officials;  men  and  women  from  the  food,  drug,  and  cosmetic 
industries,  and  men  and  women  from  consumer  groups. 

They're  going  to  talk  about  the  new  Law,  and  discuss  such  special 
topics  as  dangerous  drugs  and  cosmetics,  marijuana  and  narcotic  inspection, 
cream  regulation  and  improvement,  control  of  filth  in  food  products,  feod 
infection,  beverages,  incubator  reject  eggs,  ice  cream  --  and  even  the  food 
you  buy  in  cans  for  faithful  Fido. 

According  to  our  correspondent  the  Chicago  meeting  —  it  marks  the 
forty- second  Annual  Conference  of  Dairy,  Food,  and  Drug  Officials  of  the 
United  States  —  this  meeting  will  be  "a  virtual  clearing  house  where  those 
charged  with  the  enforcement  of  food  and  drug  laws  can  bring  their  problems." 


Well,  more  about  this  later,  when  the  meeting's  over  and  the  problems 
are  solved. 
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Now  the  rest  of  today's  report  is  an  item  from  Greenville,  Tennessee, 
concerning  the  tragedy  of  last  fall  when  about  100  persons  died  as  a  result 
of  taking  a  dangerous  new  drug,  Elixir  Sulfanilamide-Massengill . 

As  you  may  recall,  Elixir  Sulfanilamide  was  manufactured  and  sold 
by  the  S.  E.  Massengill  Company  of  Bristol,  Tennessee,  and  Kansas  City, 
Missouri.     The  drug  was  never  tested  for  its  effect  on  human  life,  "before 
it  was  put  on  the  market.     One  of  the  loopholes  of  the  old  Food  and  Drugs 
Act  of  1906  was  that  it  did  not  require  that  new  drugs  he  tested  "before 
they  were  put  on  sale. 

The  preparation  was  a  semi- secret  one.     Its  deadly  effect  was  due 
to  an  ingredient  called  diethyl ene  glycol.    However,   the  presence  of 
diethylene  glycol  was  not  disclosed,  and  there  was  no  warning  of  danger. 
A  few  simple  and  inexpensive  tests  would  have  quickly  shown  the  poisonous 
nature  of  the  drug,  hut  these  tests  were  never  made. 

All  that  is  history.    Here  is  the  last  of  the  story,  from  Greenville, 
Tennessee: 

"One  of  the  most  dramatic  chapters  of  Federal  Law  Enforcement  was 
"brought  to  a  close  this  month  when  Samuel  Evans  Massengill,  drug  manufacturer 
of  Bristol,  Tennessee,  was  fined  $l6,S00  after  pleading  guilty  to  charges 
growing  out  of  70  deaths  "blamed  on  Elixir  of  Sulfanilamide. 

"The  drug  manufacturer  pleaded  guilty  to  112  violations  of  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Act  of  1906  in  connection  with  56  different  shipments.     The  fine, 
$l6, 800,  represented  a  penalty  of  $150  on  each  of  112  violations  of  the  Law. 
This  is  the  largest  fine  ever  imposed  under  the  old  Food  and  Drugs  Act  since 
its  passage  in  1906.    A  similar  action  is  also  pending  in  the  U.  S.  District 
Court  at  Kansas  City,  Missouri,  "based  on  some  27  shipments  from  that  point. 

"One  section  of  the  new  Food,  Drug,  and  Cosmetic  Act  of  June  193& 
is  a  direct  result  of  the  'Elixir'  and  similar  tragedies,  and  these  events 
undoubtedly  had  a  great  influence  in  bringing  about  the  final  passage  of 
this  Law.    The  Law  requires  adequate  testing  of  new  drugs  for  safety  before 
they  are  put  on  the  market.     This  provision  went  into  effect  immediately, 
although  the  general  provisions  of  the  new  Act  do  not  become  effective 
until  next  June. " 

That  concludes  our  weekly  news  letter  from  the  Federal  Food  and  Drug 
Administration,  Washington,  D.  C.    We  shall  have  another  report  next  week 
at  this  same  time. 
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